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News & Views

From the Minister

Reflections from New Bedford Harbor
4-17-10
A Global Religion
The Unitarian Universalist Association has had a tendency to think of itself as an
association of North American churches. With the separation of Canadian UUs, it seems
even more parochial, confined to the boundaries of the United States. However, Unitar-
ian Universalism is a global movement, with member churches and organizations at all

levels, dispersed across the globe. Many of these can be found in Eastern Europe, where  Anything important |
the historical origins of UUism persist, but many also exist elsewhere in the world. % is never left to the |
The International Council of Unitarians and Universalists (ICUU) is a global net- vote of the people.
work of Unitarian, Universalist and Unitarian Universalist organizations. Member groups . We only get to vote
come from 23 countries; many more are being organized around the world. " on some man; we
In his greeting to UUs everywhere, Rev Gordon Oliver of Cape Town, South Af- = never get to vote on
rica, President of the ICUU, speaks to the goals of this organization. He says: :v what he is to do.

~ Will Rogers ~

I'm very aware that in almost every corner of the world the flame of liberal relig-
fon burns brightly at this dark time in human history, in a world characterized by
wars, poverty, the HIV/Aids pandemic, famine and general turbulence. Always the
question: Is there hope for Humanity, as we go about destroying our precious
home, Mother Farth? Thank you, all of you, for the work you are doing to keep

our flame burning, as we do indeed offer hope to a seething and searching hu- Inside this issue:
man family . . .
The ICUU was founded in March 1995 at Essex, Massachusetts, after years of dis-
cussion. Representatives of Unitarian, Universalist, and UU congregations from around the RE News 2
world came together to form this new organization. There are about 500,000 Unitarians
and Universalists in the world today. Many belong to large church organizations, while Our Community 3

others rarely meet another Unitarian face-to-face. The oldest groups, who are Hungarian
speaking, have a continuous church history of more than 400 years. Some of the English
speaking groups go back over 200 years.

Full Member groups exist in Australia and New Zealand, the Czech Republic, Den-
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mark, Finland, Germany, Hungary, India, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Philippines, Poland, Ro- Upcoming 5
mania, Russia, South Africa, Spain, and Sri Lanka. A Provisional Group exists in Indonesia,
with over 250 members. Emerging Groups exist in Burundi, Congo Brazzaville, Cuba, Transition Team 6

France, Italy, Mexico, Norway, Northern Ireland, Argentina, Brazil, and Bolivia.
Because of their geographic proximity as well as political importance to the

United States, | have had considerable interest in those UU groups developing in Central Classical Music 7

and South America, particularly Brazil and Bolivia. For several years | have been in com- Series

munication with these groups and have been providing counsel to help them develop and

establish communication links with UUs in the United States and elsewhere. Calendar /
The purpose of this initial article on this topic is simply to bring to the awareness of UUs

here in the United States that Unitarian Universalism is more than a North American phe- Sunday Sermons 8

nomenon — it is @ movement that has a strong global presence, one that should be nur-
tured and encouraged.

In many respects, New Bedford is a g/oba/ community. Global connectedness,
therefore, is of particular interest to our congregation at First Unitarian. In future articles,
I will keep First Unitarian apprised of my ongoing communications with UU groups out-
side the United States.

~Rob
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WISH LIST:

At this time we
are need of dona-
tions of plain,
white poster
board for the
Sunday School. If
you have any
you'd like to
donate, please
bring it in on
Sunday.

| thank everyone
for their dona-
tions and hope
we will continue
to benefit from
your kindness.

D.R.E.
OFFICE HOURS

Wednesdays from
11:30-2:00, or
by appointment:
contact EB Baptista at

mubadog@yahoo.com
or by calling the church
at 508-994-9686

ext. 117
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Notes from the DRE

Easter, again. Sunshine and daffodils, the promise of new life after a long, dark
winter. | got to thinking this year about the word resurrection. | always thought of this
word as belonging solely to Jesus. Resurrection is defined as a rising from the dead, or
coming back to life. This holiday was always celebrated in my family strictly in the tra-
ditional Catholic sense, new dress with hat to match, pretty patent leather shoes, and a
new purse which stored enough of my Easter candy in it to occupy me through what
was always the longest service of the year. We are about to finish up World Religions in
the RE program, and | am thinking that maybe | should talk to the children about the
word resurrection.

In the last few weeks we have come full circle with World religions, understanding
that most Winter festival origins come from the looking forward to harvests to come, a
rebirth of nature and a time when sacrifice will now be replaced with plenty. | have en-
joyed listening to the children's opinions with each and every religion we have cov-
ered. | liked that they could all come from different backgrounds religiously and not
fight about their beliefs. | understand that this Winter of World religions has been a
process of understanding for them and will most likely take a lifetime of exploration for
them to really know what it is they believe in. The spiritual journey is one that will take
time. | have had a hard time with this, as | of course want the kids and perhaps myself
to have a big breakthrough, the ecstatic place of bliss, the ONE with the ALL. The per-
son that | am wants this great religious understanding to happen now without a lot of
effort, because | feel so many things are difficult in this world and we should at least be
given the EASY button with our faith as it would help us through the tough times. Ok,
so | have obviously become delusional from invading the bags of chocolate that were
going to go in my kids Easter baskets, but only slightly. Let me explain. | started think-
ing about how much the kids actually absorbed from this Winter and started becoming
extremely critical of the job | had done. There is so much to cover with them and | am
sure | could have done a better job. What did they get out of it all? | came across the
rules that the children had written for behavior in Religious Education class. Rules that
say if someone is being treated unfairly that they should seek out that person, help
them to feel better, and also explain kindly to the person who was unfair why this
behavior is unacceptable. To listen to others quietly and with open minds when they
are speaking...these are their words! Epiphany!

This year | understand the deeper meaning of Easter in our Unitarian Universalist
tradition. We resurrect each other through acts of kindness and love. Resurrection is
what we do, not what we believe, but | think there is more to this. Traditionally Easter
is a celebration of Jesus' resurrection. He died, yes, but the impact he made is still
alive. "To live in hearts that love is not to die." | am sure just about all of us have lost
someone to death in their life, but what impact did these people have on us. How are
they resurrected in our lives throughout the year? | am fond of speaking about my
"MeMe" who taught me how to cook. Her house was always filled with baked goods
and more love than cookies on her counter. When | put my children to bed last night |
was filled with a sudden surge of love from my "MeMe", an awareness that she loved
me with the same fierce devotion that | love my children with. | understood that her
love was resurrected in me, and that love is both giving and receiving. The blessing is

Continued on page 3
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Our Community

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO... @

)

MAY S
Avery Morgan 519
Susan Kyle 5127

If your birthday is in May
but you don‘t see it listed
here, it is because I do not
have it in my database.

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Alyzza Callahan!!

Congrats to Alyzza for receiving this year’s Algernon
Sydney Sullivan Awards at the Spring Awards Celebra-
tion, held April 14 at Guilford College. The award, pre-
sented by the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Foundation,
recognizes extraordinary service by one member of the
community and one graduating student each year.

Alyzza, who is one of 60 Bonner Scholars at Guilford,
has completed over 1,600 hours of community service
during her college career. She is the coordinator for

Please call the office and let
me know when your birth-
day is! ~Linda

Project Community, a campus service initiative. In this
role, Alyzza recruited, trained and led other student
volunteers in planning activities for area children and
campus service projects.

Great job Alyzzall .

fyons],

DRE’s Column (continued from page 2)

that the love we give - to our friends and family and the world - resurrects us as
well as them. It keeps us alive in the world, as long as we keep loving and the circle
of love expands. | wish for all of you the many resurrections Spring will
bring. May we all be blessed with the ability to grow gardens that will produce
plenty. Happy Spring!

Respectfully Submitted-EB Baptista

We cannot hold a torch to light another’s path without brightening our own. ~ Ben
Sweetland

Light gives of itself freely, filling all available space. It does not seek anything in
return; it asks not whether you are friend or foe. It gives of itself and is not thereby
diminished. ~ Michael Strassteld
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS
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Richard Pline
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Church News
IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN

If you were at church on Sunday, you know that the plant table has ap-
peared once again. This is my fifth year (and will probably be my last) of potting
extra plants from my garden for the benefit of the church. No plants for sale on
May 2nd in honor of the annual meeting. However, after that, plants will be
available until you buy them all, or we get tired of lugging them back and
forth. Jean Kellaway has houseplants and | have mostly perennials. Come check
them out. ~ Evelyn Gifun

2010-2011 CANVASS
The 2010-2011 Canvass has begun. Letters and pledge cards are going
out via mail and are also being handed out at church. Since we are trying to
reach everyone, you may get more than one solicitation. You need only fill out
one pledge card. If you receive a second card, please disregard it. Thank you for
your understanding.

You ARE INVITED
The Green Sanctuary Committee will meet in the Green Room after the
Sunday service on May 23, 2010. This is a re-organizational meeting open to all
members and friends of the church. Please attend if you wish to join the commit-
tee or just contribute to the discussion of our green sanctuary and sustainability
efforts. ~ Carol Kolek

SPIRITUAL CINEMA
The film, "Unmistaken Child," will be shown in the green room on Sunday,
May 16th, at 3:00. Filmmaker Nati Baratz follows the spellbinding journey of Ti-
betan Buddhist monk Tenzin Zopa as he travels far and wide to identify the child
who is the reincarnation of his deceased master, Lama Konchog. Acting on in-
structions from the Dalai Lama, the shy Zopa relies on astrology, dreams, and
other signs to locate the child, knowing that if he succeeds, he must also convince
the boy's parents to release their child into his care.
The film will be presented by Rev. Arlene Paiva of the Star of the Sea Spiri-
tual Center in Freetown. Donation requested. For any questions, please call Eve-
lyn Gifun at 508 636-3464.

STAND AGAINST RACISM
The "Stand Against Racism” is a movement of the YWCA that aims to elimi-
nate racism by raising awareness through its annual event. On Friday, April 30",
we will have a movie and discussion led by Rev. Dr. Rob Ross in the Green Room
at 5:30pm. Organizations all across the US will be holding various rallies on the
same day. Please join us in the STAND AGAINST RACISM! Any questions? Ask
Jean Kellaway for more info.






